Thoracoscopic treatment for spontaneous hemopneumothorax.
Spontaneous hemopneumothorax is a rare clinical entity sometimes requiring an operation in the early stage. Two patients who underwent successful video-assisted thoracic surgery (VATS) for spontaneous hemopneumothorax are presented. In both cases, the bleeding point was clearly identified, and hemostasis was easily obtained by clipping the point and placing three access ports in the usual fashion. Furthermore, the evacuation of clotted blood and resection of bulla were performed with no difficulties. The postoperative courses were smooth, and no complications occurred, although the preoperative general condition in the second case was hemodynamically unstable. The advantages of VATS over conventional thoracotomy include less time required to access the pleural cavity, a better view, and more facilitated manipulation during surgery. Because spontaneous hemopneumothorax is a benign disease, VATS should be considered an initial treatment option in all patients with this condition, even those with active bleeding.